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Claims 1-52 are cancelled 



53. A continuous reproduction possibility verifying 
■apparatus ror encoded data for use in reproducing a series of 
?ncoded data encoded using a predict ivft encoding system, 
comprising mean* for deciding pictures of eaid encoded data from 

I a tlX3t ^plAy starting point picture of said encoded data to a 
.■jj first display terminating pome picture of eaid encoded data 
.;; designated as an out-point picture, t^aue- for skipping the 
•:j encoded d*ta from said first display terminating point picture to 
, a second display starting point picture designated an in-pc-int 
I] picture, and decoding "picturee from said second display starting 
;j point picture to a second display terminating point picture, And 
[ mean? for verifying whether or not continuous display of said 
first display terminating point picture And a^id second display 
starting point picture is possible, baaed on the time difference 
fc^tween a display time point of 6 *id first display starting point 
picture and a display time point of eaid first display 
terminating point picture. 

54. Th* continuous reproduction possibility verifying 
apparatus according to claim S3, wherein said encoded data has a 

- bit rate, and further comprising: 
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storage time calculating means for calculating a 
stooge time required for Coring i„ a raenlory 9aid en=oded ^ 
required for decoding 8 aid second display starting point picture 
atter said encoded data is read out. from a recording oedi™. and 
prior to outputting the encoded data from said memory to 9 aid 
decoding means, based on the volume of said encoded data required 
for decodina said second display starting point, picture and the 
bit rate of said encoded data; 

time difference comparison means for comparing said 
time different between the display time point o£ said first 
display starting point picture and the di S pl ay cime poinh a£ eaid 
first display terminating point picture and said storage time; 



and 



wherein «id verifying means verifies that continuous 
display of said fi r8t display terminatlng poiM pi(;ture 

second display starting point picture is possible if said time 
difference is not less than eaid storage time, and verifies that 
continuous diaplay of said first display terminating point 
picture and said second display Parting point picture i s not 
poasible if said time difference is less than said storage time. 

55. The continuoua reproduction possibility verifying 
apparatus according to claim 53, wherein: 

said encoded data is encoded by the MPEG (Moving 
Picture Expercs Group) system, 
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56, A continuous reproduction possibility verifying 
method for encoded data for use in reproducing a series of 
encoded data encoded using a predictive encoding system, 
comprising the steps of decoding pictures of said encoded data 
from a first display starting point picture of 3 aid encoded data 
to a first display terminating point picture of said encoded data 
designated as an out -point picture, skipping encoded data from 
said first display terminating point picture to a second display 
starting point picture designated as an in-point picture, and 
decoding pictures from said second display starting point picture 
to a second display terminating point picture, and 

verifying whether or not continuous display of said 
first display terminating point picture and said second display 
starting point picture is possible based on the time difference 
between a display time point of said first display starting point 
picture a^d a display time point of ^id first display 
terminating point picture. 

57. The continuous reproduction possibility verifying 
method according to claim 56, wherein said encoded data has a bit 
rate, and further comprising the steps of; 

calculating a storage time required for storing said 
encoded data required for decoding said second display starting 
point picture after said encoded data is read out from a 
recording medium, and prior to output ting the stored encoded data 
to a decoder, based on the volume of said encoded data required 
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for decoding said second display starting point picture and the' 
bit rate of said encoded data; 

comparing said time difference between the display time 
point of gaid first display staging point picture and che 
display time point of said first display terminating point 
picture to said storage time; 

verifying that continuous display of said first display 
terminating point picture and said second display ' starting point 
Picture is possible if said time difference is not less than said 
storage time; and 

verifying that continuous display of said fi^t display 
terminating point picture and said second display starting point 
Picture is not potable if said time difference is less than said 
storage time, 

58. The continuous reproduction possibility verifying 
apparatus according to claim 5S, wherein said encoded data is 
encoded by the MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) system. 
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